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TARBLE ARTS CENTER 
Newsletter • October 1996 
EXHIBITIONS 
OBJECTS OF PERSONAL SIGNIFICANCE 
-- through October 13, Main Galleries 
Do paintings of inanimate objects take on a special meaning for women 
artists because women are sometimes thought of as objects in our society? 
This is one of the questions raised by Objects of Personal Significance, an 
exhibition that surveys still life as subject for contemporary women artists in 
the United States. Making up the exhibition are twenty-nine works in a 
variety of media, including assemblages, installations, photographs, 
paintings, and drawings. The artists are from a variety of cultural and 
artistic backgrounds. Their work ranges from personal history to social 
commentary, and involves traditional gender roles, political power 
structures, and our evolving attitudes towards objects and each other. 
Janet Monafo's psychologically charged self-portrait with her daughter 
resonates personal experiences of motherhood. The mixed media painting 
by Jaune Quick-To-See Smith is a commentary on the treatment of non-
Caucasian U.S. citizens. Although the objects in the lithographs by 
Jeanette Pasin Sloan have a personal meaning, what is most striking are 
her remarkable drawing and printmaking skills. 
Objects of Personal Significance was organized for and is being circulated 
by ExhibitsUSA, a division of Mid-America Arts Alliance, sponsored by the 
Lila Wallace-Reader's Digest Fund. Dr. Janet Marquardt-Charry, associate 
professor of Art at Eastern, organized the exhibition and wrote the 
exhibition catalogue. 
CERAMICS: RECENT WORKS BY BILL HEYDUCK AND THE FINAL 
WORKS OF PETER SLAVISH 
-- through October 13, Heath Candy and 8/aw-Knox Galleries 
This exhibition pays tribute to two Illinois ceramists and educators. Bill 
Heyduck recently retired from the Art faculty at Eastern Illinois University 
after twenty-nine years of service. Until his death this year, the late Peter 
Slavish was a member of the Art faculty at Blackburn College in Carlinville 
for many years. Through their art these individuals taught by example as 
well as through instruction. This exhibition also serves as the culmination of 
some twenty-five years of crisscrossing paths between Heyduck and 
Slavish as artists and educators. 
INSPIRED BY NATURE: PRE-COLUMBIAN CERAMICS AND KUNA 
MOLAS FROM PANAMA 
--October 4-December 1, Brainard Gallery 
This exhibition includes 42 ceramic pieces and approximately 20 molas 
from Panama. The ceramics were produced by an ancient culture from the 
central provinces of Cocle, Veraguas, Los Santos, and Herrera. Most of the 
ceramics are identified with a site in Cocle and have come to be referred to 
as "Cocle." The molas are multi-layered, appliqued cloth squares, 
produced by the Kuna people of the San Bias islands. Both art forms 
exhibit complex designs, primarily in the form of abstracted animal motifs. 
The ceramics date from approximately A.D. 500-1200. They were first 
discovered when the Rio Grande de Cocle changed its course in the early 
1900s, revealing an ancient burial site filled with cast gold body ornaments, 
ceramics, and bone and shell artifacts. Based on extensive explorations of 
the area by Harvard's Peabody Museum in the early 1930s, the similarity of 
pieces found at Sitio Conte and in neighboring provinces led archaeologists 
to conclude that the artifacts were produced by a culture whose influence 
spread throughout central Panama. The majority of these ceramics were 
funerary goods, to be buried with persons of high rank. 
The design motifs vary widely, and were beautifully executed by highly 
skilled artisans. Common motifs include animals of the rain forest, 
grasslands and ocean, and abstract designs. The designs are painted on 
the pottery in bichrome or polychrome combinations of tan, black, purple, 
and various shades of brown to reddish-brown. These designs are thought 
to be highly symbolic. The subjects are not common animals used for food, 
but animals which embody special qualities that emphasized certain values 
such as strength or boldness that would be honored by a warrior society. 
The pottery varies in form; including long and short-necked bottles, 
pedestal bowls, animaVhuman effigy pots, and wide-mouthed footed bowls. 
Molas are colorful, highly complex multi-layered cloth panels produced by 
the Kuna people since the 19th century. The cloth was originally obtained 
by trade with sailors. The primary use of the mola was as part of a Kuna 
woman's garment; their blouses have a front and back mola attached to a 
yoke and sleeves. Today, the individual mola panels are frequently sold as 
Panamanian "folk art." Mola design motifs include stylized animals (some 
based on real life forms and some more fantastic), religious themes, 
medicaVhealing themes, and political themes. Not unlike the Cocle pottery, 
animal motifs may represent political or spiritual and religious themes. 
Plant motifs may relate to plants that have medicinal value. Molas 
occasionally take on the form of daily scenes or non-Kuna themes (i.e. 
Western advertising); their is still some contention as to whether these 
subjects are purely secular or if they hold symbolic value for the Kuna. 
Area schools are invited to take advantage of the exhibition. The ceramics 
and nine of the molas are on loan from the Milton K. Harrington Collection of 
The University Museum, Southern Illinois University-Edwardsville; the 
remaining molas are on loan from private collections. 
1996 ART FACULTY EXHIBITION 
-- October 19 - December 1, Main Galleries 
This annual exhibition presents recent works in a variety of media by artists 
of the Art Department faculty, faculty emeritus, and adjunct faculty 
members. Most studio Art areas included in Eastern's Art program are 
represented, including drawing, painting, sculpture, metals/jewelry, 
weaving, ceramics, two- and three-dimensional design, and graphic design. 
New to the exhibition this year will be computer-based work by Dr. William 
Hubschmitt, who became chair of the Art Department in July. Dr. 
Hubschmitt came to Eastern from the State University of New York-Oneota. · 
EVENTS 
SEATS STILL AVAILABLE IN TARBLE WORKSHOP 
-- deadline to register is October 4 
Seats are still open in Latin American Arts Experience (ages 9 through 
adult), which meets Sundays, October 13 & 20. The fee, which includes 
supplies, is $30 .00 for members and $36.00 for non-members. 
Registration may be taken in person or by phoning the Tarble. 
CHAMBER MUSIC: KESATUAN 
-- October 6, 3mp 
The duo Kesatuan opens the 1996-97 Tarble Arts Center Chamber Music 
Series. Kesatuan, which means "unity" or "oneness" in Indonesian, is a 
classical chamber music duo based in Champaign with Ingrid Grete 
Gordon on marimba, and Karen DeWig on flute. Their repertoire is a 
mixture of modern classical music and traditional classical transcriptions. A 
primary goal of the ensemble is to foster a body of musical literature for this 
unusual instrumentation. Most pieces are written especially for the duo, 
making their repertoire unique. Gordon, a Doctor of Musical Arts candidate 
at the University of Illinois-Champaign/Urbana, has performed with the 
Chicago Symphony Orchestra and at the Percussive Arts Society 
International Convention. DeWig, an adjunct assistant professor of music 
at Millikin University, performs with the Millikin faculty wind quintet, and the 
Millikin!Decatur Symphony and the Illinois Symphony Orchestras. 
Tickets and season subscriptions are available at the door the day of the 
concert, or in advance from the Eastern Illinois University Music 
Department, co-sponsor of the series . Season subscription, with 
admission to all four concerts, is $16.00 or $8.00 for full time students and 
senior citizens. Individual tickets are $4.50, $2.50 for students and senior 
citizens. Call the Music Department office at 217/581-3010 for ticket 
information. Also appearing in the 1996-97 Chamber Music Series will be 
BACH (Baroque Artists of Champaign-Urbana; November 1 0), Eastern 
Illinois University Faculty Ensembles (February 9), and the Core Ensemble 
(a trio performing a mixed program and new American music; March 9). 
TEACHERS FALL INSTITUTE WORKSHOP: KUNA MOLAS 
--October 11, 8:30am-noon 
Open to area teachers, the Institute begins with a coffee/social hour and 
information on the Tarble's education programs. Participants may sign up 
for program dates at this time. Then a studio workshop, Paper Molas, will 
be co-presented by EIU's Art Department and the Tarble. A lesson plan 
swap-shop concludes the morning's activities. Interested teachers are 
asked to pre-register by calling Kit Morice at 581-2787. 
READING CONFERENCE WORKSHOP: ARTS & READING 
-- October 11, 11 :30am-12 :30pm 
Area teachers will discuss the relationship between the arts and reading, 
using some of the art in the current exhibitions for discussion. For 
information or to register call the department of Elementary and Junior High 
Education, sponsor of the workshop, at 581-5728. 
CURATOR'S LECTURE & CLOSING RECEPTION: JANET 
MARQUARDT-CHERRY AND OBJECTS OF PERSONAL SIGNIFICANCE 
-- 2pm, October 13 
Dr. Marquardt-Cherry will talk about the themes and research behind the 
exhibition Objects of Personal Significance. She structured the exhibition 
to explore two primary questions: What are the meanings and messages in 
artistic compositions by women that take objects as their subjects? And, do 
women artists have a special feeling for the still life as an art form because 
of their experiences of being thought of as an object? Underlying both is 
the issue of how much an artistic composition represents the artist's 
personal identity. A closing reception will follow the lecture. Dr. 
Marquardt-Charry will also be available to inscribe copies of the exhibition 
catalogue, available for purchase in the Gift Shop. 
DRAWING/WATERCOLOR: ILLINOIS ENTRIES ACCEPTED 
-- October 15-27 
Entries for the 11th biennial Drawing/Watercolor: Illinois juried competitive 
exhibition will be accepted during regular open hours. The eligibility has 
been expanded to include drawing media on paper, in addition to 
watermedia, to open the competition up to more Illinois artists. The juror for 
the 11th biennial is Robert Sill, associate curator of art for the Illinois State 
Museum. Over $3,000 in awards will be given out. The exhibition dates 
are December 7- January 19. Visit or contact the Tarble Arts Center for a 
copy of the complete rules of entry and entry forms . 
RECEPTION: ART FACULTY EXHIBITION 
-- October 20, 2-4pm 
Celebrate the 1996 Art Faculty Exhibition with the artists. 
DOCENT MEETING: ART FACULTY EXHIBITION AND INSPIRED BY 
NATURE 
--October 21, 10am-noon 
The meeting will consist of tours of the 1996 Art Faculty Exhibition and 
Inspired by Nature: Pre-Columbian Ceramics and Kuna Molas from 
Panama followed by tour scheduling. Persons interested in joining the 
Tarble's docent staff are invited to attend. 
SEATS STILL AVAILABLE FOR DEGAS BUS TRIP 
--October 26, Bam-9:30pm 
A limited number of seats are still open for the bus trip to the Art Institute of 
Chicago to view Degas: Beyond Impressionism. Persons who call after 
these seats are filled will be put on a waiting list. Please phone the Tarble 
at 581-ARTS (-2787) for more information. 
SLIDE LECTURE: ECUADORIAN TEXTILES BY LINDA FLOTOW 
-- October 28, lpm 
Springfield weaver Linda Flotow will talk about textiles from Ecuador. This 
presentation is sponsored by the Countryside Spinners & Weavers Guild. 
FROM THE CURATOR 
In response to the continued growth of interest in the Fall Teachers' 
Institute Day at the Tarble Arts Center, the 1996 program has been altered 
and expanded. Originally designed for area art teachers, the program has 
enjoyed a more varied audience in recent years. In light of this, this year's 
program, scheduled for October 11, will include a full morning of activities at 
the Tarble beginning at 8:30am. During a coffee/social hour brochures 
containing information about the Tarble's programs for school teachers and 
their students will be handed out. Teachers will be permitted to sign up for 
programs at this time. Institute participants will also be invited to view the 
exhibitions in the galleries (see EXHIBITIONS). A paper mola workshop 
will be offered-in the classroom in conjunction with the exhibition Inspired by 
Nature: Pre-Columbian Ceramics and Kuna Molas from Panama. This 
workshop is co-presented by the EIU Art Department and the Tarble Arts 
Center. The morning's activities conclude with a lesson plan swap shop. 
The following Friday marks the start of the 1996 Fall Fifth Grade Art 
Enrichment Program. Approximately 250 Jefferson Elementary fifth 
graders will participate in this year's program. A guided tour of Inspired by 
Nature: Pre-Columbian Ceramics and Kuna Molas from Panama will begin 
the program. The participating fifth graders will be introduced to two 
Panamanian art forms: ancient pottery from CociE~ and neighboring 
provinces, and contemporary rnolas sewn by Kuna women of Panama's 
San Bias islands. Two EIU Art Education students will lead each tour 
group, encouraging verbal interaction between the fifth graders and their 
docents. A hands-on studio workshop follows the tour, also presented by 
EIU students. Using various colors of paper, the fifth graders will construct 
molas in much the same manner as the Kuna by layering colors, cutting out 
layers to reveal the colors underneath, and adding design elements to finish 
their mola. The use of color and color relationships will also be addressed. 
Participating Art Education students must go through extensive training for 
both the docent tour and the hands-on workshop prior to implementing the 
program, and are evaluated for their performance in each area. Area fifth 
grade teachers, their students, and Eastern students working towards a 
degree in Art Education benefit from this unique program. 
--Kit Morice 
FROM THE DIRECTOR 
October is National Arts and Humanities Month. In addition to the many 
activities listed in this newsletter there is a wide variety of performances 
and presentations that will take place at Eastern, in Charleston, and in 
Mattoon. For a listing of activities please call or visit the Tarble Arts Center. 
The departments and divisions of the College of Arts & Humanities, the 
Coles County Arts Council, Coles County Historical Society, Lincoln Log 
Cabin State Historic Site, and the Mattoon and Charleston libraries are all 
sponsoring activities in October -- join in the celebration of Arts and 
Humanities Month! 
I am very pleased to report that the Tarble Arts Center has been granted 
$9,320 in support of the 1996-97 exhibition and education program, and 
$2,262 for the 1997 Arts-In-Education artist-in-residence program by the 
Illinois Arts Council. All of this funding will be matched in a more than 
dollar-for-dollar ratio of private funding, including Tarble Arts Center 
membership donations, special contributions and program support, and 
endowment funds. Tarble programs are also co-sponsored by a variety of 
on- and off-campus entities which provide both indirect resources and 
funding. The Illinois Arts Council, a state agency, receives funding from the 
Illinois General Assembly and from the National Endowment for the Arts. 
And there is more good news. Cultivating Creativity: Young People's Art 
from Area Schools, the traveling exhibit of art by area school students, has 
been named an Award of Excellence winner by the Illinois Association of 
Museums. Organized by the Tarble Arts Center and sponsored by 
Consolidated Communications Inc., Cultivating Creativity recently 
completed a year-long tour throughout eastcentral Illinois during which it 
was shown in 13 communities and seen by an estimated 32,000 people. 
My thanks to all of the participating young artists and their parents, their Art 
teachers, the businesses and organizations which hosted the exhibit, the 
Table staff who assisted, and especially to Consolidated Communications 
Inc. --without CCI's support this project would not have been possible. 
NEW & RENEWED MEMBERS 
-- August 15 - September 15 
Individual Patron 
Noel Cummins 
Ruth Matherly 
Senior/Student Patrons 
Mary Lou Brown 
Mathiel Crane 
Elizabeth Neuf 
Pam Overton 
UPCOMING FOR NOVEMBER 
Chamber Music Concert: BACH -- Nov. 10, 3pm 
Poetry/Fiction Reading: Carol Guess --Nov. 11, 4pm 
Tarble Closed: Thanksgiving -- Nov. 28 & 29 
Christmas Art Sale -- Dec. 6 & 7 
--Michael Watts 
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